Epithelial restitution in the large intestine of the rat following insult with bile salts.
In situ loops of large bowel of anaesthetised rats were used to observe epithelial restitution following surface desquamation using solutions of bile salts. The treatment induced complete surface desquamation but no disruption of the basal lamina. There was evidence of, cell migration at 30 min, and a complete surface epithelium two h post treatment. Neither a continuous contact between migrating cells and the basal lamina, nor a complete covering of secreted mucus, appeared necessary for epithelial restitution to occur.